Illustration of a fatal radiation-induced lung aneurysm: Is central lung stereotactic radiotherapy to be banned?
Stereotactic body radiation therapy is still controversial for inoperable patients with central lung lesion. We report the case of a 59-year-old woman with previous history of head and neck squamous cell carcinoma who was treated by lung stereotactic body irradiation for an inoperable lymph node in station 10R. One year after, a fibroscopy showed a necrosis of the right main bronchus mucosae and the CT showed a radio-induced aneurysm protruding into the right inferior lobular bronchus. The patient eventually died a few hours later with a massive haemoptysis. This case highlights the potential toxicity of central lung stereotactic body radiation therapy and raises the question of its legitimacy.